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SUBJECT: MORE ON THE PALME-ARAFAT MEETING 
REF: (A) STOCKHOLM 5109; (B) STOCKHOLM 5014 

1. ON HIS RETURN TO STOCKHOLM NOVEMBER 16 FROM ALGIERS AND PARIS 
(WHERE HE MET WITH FRENCH PRESIDENT D'ESTAING AND PRIME MINISTER 
CHIRAC) SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER PALME WAS GREETED AT AIRPORT 
BY SOME 40 DEMONSTRATORS (MEMBERS OF SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE FOR 
ISRAEL) CHANTING PRO-ISRAELI SLOGANS. WHEN REPORTERS QUESTIONED 
HIM ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF PLO LEADER ARAFAT AT THE BANQUET GIVEN 
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PALME REPLIED WITH SOME IRRITATION THAT "IT IS MACABRE THAT 

THE DEBATE IN SWEDEN IS CONCERNED WITH THE QUESTION OF WHO WAS ON THE 

GUEST 

LIST IN ALGIERS, AT THE TIME WHEN THE QUESTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST IS 
WAR OR PEACE." THE PRIME MINISTER REPEATED HIS EARLIER STATE- 
MENT THAT HE LEARNED THAT ARAFAT WOULD BE INVITED TO THE DINNER 
ONLY A FEW MINUTES BEFORE IT BEGAN. 

2. ON NOV. 22 THE PRIME MINISTER WILL ANSWER QUESTIONS IN 
PARLIAMENT SUBMITTED BY MODERATE AND LIBERAL PARTY MP'S ON 
APPEARANCE OF PLO LEADER ARAFAT AT THE ALGIERS DINNER. WHILE 
THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF DEBATE IS THE OPPOSITION S DETERMINATION 
TO QUESTION PALME WHETHER HE KNEW IN ADVANCE THAT ARAFAT WAS 
LIKELY TO ATTEND BANQUET (AS CLAIMED INSISTENTLY BY AFTERNOON 
LIBERAL PAPER EXPRESSEN), AIDE TO PRIME MINISTER (SCHORI) 

INFORMED POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT DEBATE MAY DEVELOP INTO BROAD 
DISCUSSION OF SWEDISH MIDDLE EAST POLICY. GOS WOULD WELCOME 
SUCH A DEBATE, SCHORI ADDED, IN ORDER TO "CLEAR THE AIR" 

(AS WE BELIEVE THE OPPOSITION WOULD ALSO). 

3. SCHORI ALSO MENTIONED THAT AS RESULT OF PRIME MINISTER'S 
PARTICIPATION IN FRIDAY'S DEBATE, THE VISIT OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER TO COPENHAGEN TO MEET DANISH PRIME MINISTER HARTLING 
(REF B ) HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE. THE VISIT TO BONN, 

TO MEET WITH CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT AND FORMER CHANCELLOR BRANDT, 

IS STILL ON, SCHORI SAID. 

4. COMMENT: IF THE INTERPELLATION ON FRIDAY DEVELOPS 

INTO A BROAD DEBATE OF SWEDEN’S MIDDLE EAST POLICY. IT COULD BE 
USEFUL IN DETERMINING WHETHER OR NOT AND IF SO, TO WHAT DEGREE, 

THE GOS MIDEAST POLICY IN RECENT MONTHS HAS BEGUN TO "TILT" 

TOWARDS THE 

ARAB WORLD. AS CHARGED BY OPPOSITION CRITICS OF THE PALME GOVERN- 
MENT (REF A). 

JOHNSON 
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